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Bolivian Vice President and chairman of the Andean Parliament, Julio Garret, told Cuban news
agency PRENSA LATINA on Nov. 10 that the most viable mechanism toward reviving the Andean
Pact in the immediate future would be the "political integration of member nations." During an
interview in Bogota, Garret said that the economic differences among Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador,
Venezuela and Colombia are currently "insoluble." Consequently, he said, the only viable means
of making progress is to form a political front. Among the most serious problems affecting the
sub-region, he said, are declining export prices in particular, prices for the Andean nations' basic
commodities , and drug trafficking. The situation is so critical, according to Garret, that simple
reforms or the amendment of Andean Pact protocols are not enough. Garret is currently touring
Andean Pact nations in an attempt to organize a summit of Andean nation presidents in the first half
of 1987. The presidential summit, he said, would focus on the most serious economic problems faced
by Andean Pact member nations, and the formation of a single political organization to represent
the interests of all members in international forums.
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